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Arr. XV.—Notice of the Ewmistence of a large Bat in New Zealand.
By the Ven. Archdeacon Srock.

(Communicated to the Wellington Philosophical Society by Dr. Buller,
C.M.G., F.L.S.)
[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, Tth August, 1875.]

At Dr. Buller’s request I send the following observations :—* In 1854
(time of: year uncertain), at half-an-hour after sunset, and moon at full, I
saw, at Paikakariki, a large bat. It flew across about twenty feet, and was
about that distance from me. I saw it perfectly. The body was far larger
than that of a mouse, and somewhat smaller than that of an ordinary
sized rat. The spread of the wings was certainly not less than eighteen
inches. The late Rev. R. Taylor-informed me that he had seen a similarly
gized-bat at Wanganui. Mr. Kirk informs me that he has seen very large
bats—he believes ‘of the same size as mine—at the Clarence River. My
bat-may possibly have been an Australian bat, brought in some vessel, as
that, also, of Rev. B. Taylor. I should have thought so, but for Mr. Kirk's

observation.

Art. XVI—Description of the * Cow-Fish,” or ¢ Bottle-nosed Dolphin
(Tursio metis ) of the Sounds, on the West Coast of Otago).
By Capt. F. W. Hurrox, C.M.Z.8S.
{Read before. the. Otago Institute, October 26, 1875.]

Tursio METIS. GREY.

Teeth, 2—23'—-—exact1y the third of an inch. Body elongate, thickest in
front. 'The dorsal' commences-before the middle of-the back, and its height
is less than the length of: the pectorals. Pectorals as long as the gape;
falcate, on. a constricted- base. Lower- jaw, longer ; attenuated portion of
the snout, short.

Colour.—Above and upper jaw, dark slate-blue, passing gradually into
white helow—the white: of-the under- parts nof reaching to the caudal.
Dorsal, pectorals, and caudal, slate-blue; without spot.
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