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Abstract:

ETreNOLGGISTS have long been acquainted with the differences acquired
by the Polynesian cultures as the end-product of their isolation in
space and long separation in time, and have always regarded Maori
culture as most distinetive of all. Earlier attempts to explain
the peculiarities of Maori culture have involved calling in a non-
Polynesian migration. The recent discoveries at Wairau, however.
show the earliest demonstrable New Zealand culture as strongly
Polynesian. Defined here as Moa-hunter, this culture is shown as the
ancestor of Maori culture, which has evolved from it by the accretion
of later migrations from Polynesia and a subsequent rapid adaptation
to the local (North Island) environment. The Moa-hunter culture
searcely outlived the 1350 fleet, but a section of the Moa-hunters
isolated in the Chatham Islands survived till the nineteenth century
to become the Moriori.

The full text of this paper is being published in Mankind, the
journal of the Anthropological Society of New South Wales.
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Maori Adze Sockets.
By V. F. FisgER, Auckland Museum.

A description of the wooden adze sockets formerly used in North Island
as an extra attachment to the wooden handle and into which the adze blade
was fitted. Reference was made to the use of the socket in the Pacific.

The Mauri of the Whales.

By W. J. PamLreps, Dominion Museum.

The Present Status of the Maori Language.
By W. PARKER.

Thought and language—tribal isolationism and conservatism and dialectual
differences—cultural change and linguistic adjustments (verbal, dialectual,
idiomatie, figurative)—growth and contamination—the appeal of bilingualism in
a widening world of experience—the problem of vocalisation.
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